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his task without a philosophical standpoint: he sympathized with the 
thought of modern English idealism, but not in the sense that any problem 
to which he turned his inquiring mind had reached its final solution. 

The first essay, " The Historical Method in Ethics," is wider in its scope 
than the title indicates : it aims to lay the foundations of ethics and deals 
with the nature, the presuppositions, and the method of this science. 
Whether one accepts Mr. Handyside's conclusions or 4 not, there is no doubt 
that the kind of book he intended to write to develop his conception of 
the subject would have been a valuable contribution to ethical literature. 
The second essay, on " The Absolute and ' Intellect,' " takes up Spinoza's 
denial of the predicability of intellect to God ; and with this as the starting- 
point discusses the problem of knowledge. A conclusion is reached sim- 
ilar in spirit to that of Hegel. "Quality and relation constitute the 
World; sense and thought constitute knowledge, which is the realization 
of the ' faculty ' intellect. Quality cannot exist except as the content of 
sense ; relation cannot exist except as the content of thought. The World, 
therefore, or Reality, cannot exist except as the content of sense and 
thought combined, the content of an absolute knowledge, the functioning 
of Absolute Intellect" (p. 71). The third essay, "System and Mechan- 
ism," examines the notions of mechanism, organism, teleology, and self- 
activity or free will. Activity, as determination of whole by whole, 
teleology, as determination of whole by part, organism, as determination 
of part by whole, are found to be all consistent with, and indeed to imply, 
mechanism, as the uniform determination of part by part. So far as " we 
approximate to a view of the universe as a single and unique whole, so 
far the concepts which involve a reference to such a whole will be of 
value for us" (p. gj). 

I have been able, in this short notice, to give no more than a bare 
skeleton of Mr. Handyside's three essays. They deserve careful study, 
for they deal with fundamental problems of ethics, epistemology and 
metaphysics, and discuss them in the manner of the trained thinker. They 
arouse in the reader the desire to delve deeper into the questions at issue : 
a book that does that, certainly justifies its existence. 

Frank Thiixy. 
Cornell University. 

Oeuvres de Maine de Biran. Accompagnees de Notes et d' Appendices, 
Publiees avec le concours de l'lnstitut de France par Pierre Tisserand. 
Tome I. Le Premier Journal. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1920— pp. lxxv, 312. 
Philosophical scholars in all countries will feel a sense of gratitude to 
M. Tisserand and to L'lnstitut de France for this gift of a new and care- 
fully edited edition of the works of Maine de Biran. The edition will 
contain twelve volumes. The volume before us gives the author's first 
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Journal, and two other volumes are announced as already in press : Tome 
II, Memoire sur I 'habitude, and Tome III, Memoire sur la decomposition 
de la pens&e. iThe work is undertaken with a desire to promote a truer 
estimate of the importance of French contributions to psychology as com- 
pared with those of England and Germany, which have been widely made 
known by the writings of Taine and Ribot. "The truth is that this 
science has never ceased to be cultivated and to bear fruit in the country 
of Descartes and Malebranche. Moreover, it would be easy to show that 
an unbroken chain binds together the French psychology of the present 
time, which so splendidly maintains its traditions, with its founders. The 
greatest name of the intermediate period is indisputably that of Maine de 
Biran" (pp. i-ii). 

The charge of obscurity which is often brought against Maine de Biran 
does not seem to M. Tisserand to be deserved. Taine has humorously 
remarked that de Biran must have lived in a cave a hundred metres deep. 
But the chief source of this apparent obscurity is to be found in the errors 
in the edition published by Cousin, errors for which the editor, not the 
author, was responsible. For example, in a hundred pages of Cousin's 
edition containing I'aperception immediate, there are more than three hun- 
dred variations from the manuscript, — omissions, contradictions, etc., 
which render the text unintelligible. The edition of Ernest Naville, M. 
Tisserand claims, relieves in part this impression of obscurity without 
entirely removing it. The present edition is to contain in addition to 
writings hitherto published: Memoire sur la decomposition de la pensSe; 
La Correspondence avec Cabanis, de Tracy, et Stopfer; Diverses notes 
inedites sur I'histoire de la philosophic ; and the Journal contained in the 
volume before us. 

Readers will find in the Introduction contributed by the editor to this 
first volume a careful summary and analysis of its contents. In addition 
to the Journal it contains a number of fragments and short papers which 
belonjg to the same period and which throw light upon this stage of the 
author's thought. The value of these early writings is that they make it 
possible to understand the development of his philosophy. " Of Maine de 
Biran one scarcely knows more than the philosophy of effort or of the 
Ego. This is indeed his central doctrine. But if one wishes to under- 
stand its sources it is necessary to take account of the writings which 
form the greater part of this volume. It is here that one is able to grasp 
the original character of the philosophy of Maine de Biran. These 
writings constitute a kind of psychological autobiography, the facts which 
they disclose belong to an unique order, and are considered by him as 
irreducible. For him intuition is not the anticipation of a deductive 
process; he has a distaste for the spirit of system; his philosophy is a 
philosophy of continuity, of contingency" (p. ii). 
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In. form and appearance this edition promises to be a worthy monument 
to the illustrious author. Its publication at this time is a most gratifying 
evidence of the vitality of French philosophical scholarship, and also of 
the fact that the French people have not forgotten in war their just pride 
in their national literature or their care for its preservation. 

J. E. C. 
Cornell University. 

Philosophy and the Christian Religion. An Inaugural Lecture delivered 
before the University of Oxford on May 4, 1920. , By Clement C. J. 
Webb, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1920. — pp. 23. 

On taking up the duties of this newly established chair of the Philosophy 
of Religion in Oriel College, Professor Webb refers in his inaugural lec- 
ture to three Oriel men who have specially distinguished themselves 
in the history of religious thought, and who may accordingly be regarded 
in some sense as his predecessors. These are Butler, Newman, and 
Mathew Arnold. "Notwithstanding striking differences, these three men 
. . . were linked together not only by the bond of academic tradition but 
by a mastering love of righteousness, which made them all in their 
philosophy of religion emphasize above everything else the connexion 
of Religion with Morality" (p. 4). They were all also typically English 
in shunning 'ambitious efforts of metaphysical construction and concen- 
trating attention upon the field of experience directly before them.' 

Professor Webb finds that the foundation in Oxford of such a chair as 
that which he holds, marks an important change in the intellectual and 
religious atmosphere of the University. Among other things, the " Philos- 
ophy of Religion is seen to be something which neither would nor could 
take the place of Religion itself," . . . though " it becomes plain that to 
philosophize effectively upon Religion while having no religion is as im- 
possible as to philosophize upon Art while not oneself possessing the 
experience which is to be had only in and by the actual enjoyment of Art 
as it exists" in its concrete manifestations (p. 11). 

In his remarks on the rival claims of Philosophy and Religion, Pro- 
fessor Webb sums up as follows : " Philosophy cannot suffer Religion to 
claim as it were a secret chamber, into which Philosophy may not intrude ; 
nor can Religion suffer Philosophy to treat as illusory that which Reli- 
gion knows by experience to be real. But, as Philosophy must allow Reli- 
gion to claim that the witness of the religious experience to the nature of 
Reality be not ignored, so must Religion allow Philosophy freely to ex- 
amine and criticize the religious not less than any other kind of experi- 
ence" (p. 14). The conflict between Philosophy and Christianity may 
seem more irreconcilable than that between Philosophy and the other 
religions ; but this is because Christianity is not l'ess, but more philosophical 



